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IMPORTANT INFORMATION 
-PLEASE READ- 

 
IN THE EVENT YOU OR ANY MEMBER OF YOUR FAMILY IS THE VICTIM OF DOMESTIC VIOLENCE, YOU 

SHOULD IMMEDIATELY CONTACT LOCAL LAW ENFORCEMENT OFFICIALS BY CALLING 911. HELP IS ALSO 
AVAILABLE AT 1-800-799-SAFE (1-800-799-7233) THE NATIONAL DOMESTIC VIOLENCE HOTLINE. 

YOU SHOULD ALSO CONTACT A PRIVATE ATTORNEY OR YOUR LOCAL LEGAL AID PROVIDER BEFORE 
FILING FOR DIVORCE. THIS HANDBOOK AND THE PRO SE DIVORCE PROCESS MAY NOT BE 

APPROPRIATE FOR A DIVORCE WHERE DOMESTIC VIOLENCE IS INVOLVED. DOMESTIC VIOLENCE CAN 
INCLUDE PHYSICAL, MENTAL, EMOTIONAL AND VERBAL ABUSE. 

The Texas Family Code (SecƟon 71.004) defines Family Violence as:  

(1) an act by a member of a family or household against another member of the family or household that 
is intended to result in physical harm, bodily injury, assault, or sexual assault or that is a threat that 
reasonably places the member in fear of imminent physical harm, bodily injury, assault, or sexual assault, 
but does not include defensive measures to protect oneself; 

(2) abuse, as that term is defined by SecƟons 261.001(1)(C), (E), (G), (H), (I), (J), (K), and (M), by a member 
of a family or household toward a child of the family or household; or 

(3) dating violence, as that term is defined by Section 71.0021. 
 

Added by Acts 1997, 75th Leg., ch. 34, Sec. 1, eff. May 5, 1997.  Amended by Acts 2001, 77th Leg., ch. 91, 

Sec. 2, eff. Sept. 1, 2001. 

Amended by:  

Acts 2015, 84th Leg., R.S., Ch. 117 (S.B. 817), Sec. 2, eff. September 1, 2015. 

Acts 2017, 85th Leg., R.S., Ch. 319 (S.B. 11), Sec. 1, eff. September 1, 2017. 

Acts 2017, 85th Leg., R.S., Ch. 1136 (H.B. 249), Sec. 1, eff. September 1, 2017. 
 

The Texas Council on Family Violence defines BaƩering (or Abuse) as:  A paƩern of coercive control that 
one person exercises over another.  BaƩering is a behavior that physically harms, arouses fear, prevents a 
woman from doing what she wishes or forces her to behave in ways she does not want.  BaƩering includes 
the use of physical and sexual violence, threats and inƟmidaƟon, emoƟonal abuse, and economic 
deprivaƟon. 

 

THE CONTENTS OF THIS HANDBOOK IS FOR INFORMATIONAL PURPOSES ONLY.  IT IS NOT A 
SUBSTITUTE FOR THE ADVICE OF AN ATTORNEY. 

PLEASE NOTE THE COURT AND COURT STAFF ARE NOT ALLOWED TO GIVE LEGAL ADVICE. 

ONLY LICENSED ATTORNEYS ARE ALLOWED TO GIVE LEGAL ADVICE  
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INTRODUCTION 

 

The following informaƟon is not legal advice and is not a subsƟtute for legal representaƟon by an aƩorney.  
Please be aware that a Pro Se’s / Self RepresentaƟves must follow the same rules as those represented by 
aƩorneys. 

 

What is “Pro Se”? 

Pro Se is a LaƟn term to define as “advocaƟng on one’s own behalf.”  In legal proceedings, it is an individual 
acƟng on their own behalf during a legal acƟon, rather than through an aƩorney.  When a person decides 
to move forward with a civil case, they become a “pro se” liƟgant representaƟve that will act as their own 
aƩorney.   

Like any other aƩorney, the Pro Se/ Self-RepresentaƟve will be expected to know and follow the rules of 
the law and court.   

 

This handbook will provide a general introducƟon to represenƟng yourself, as a Pro Se/ Self 
RepresentaƟve.  Whether you are pro se or represented by an aƩorney, there are specific rules and 
deadlines that you will be expected to follow.  Some of these rules and deadlines will be addressed in this 
handbook.  However, should you choose to represent yourself in any court proceeding, which is in your 
legal right, you will also need to consult all relevant and current law, including the current version of the 
Texas Rules of Evidence, the Texas Rules of Civil Procedure, the El Paso County Local Rules, Lawyers Creed 
and the 388th Judicial District Court Policies, Procedures and Rules of PracƟce. 

 

As a Pro Se/ Self RepresentaƟve, it is your responsibility to provide the Court with a current and reliable 
mailing address, an available e-mail address, and telephone number.  

Once you begin to file your pleadings, your formal wriƩen complaint statement that begins to the case, it 
will be your responsibility to follow the Court’s Policies, Procedures and Rules of PracƟce as required to 
finalize any case presented.   

 

If you receive noƟce that a hearing has been scheduled, you 
must appear in court and be prepared to present your 

evidence and witnesses. 
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If an interpreter is needed for you or any of your witnesses, you must noƟfy the 388th Court as soon as 
possible, but no less than 48 hours before the scheduled hearing. 

 

All hearings will be done in person unless a request is made for virtually hearings using Zoom.  Please get 
familiarized with Zoom in case your hearing will be presented virtually.  

 

Please be familiarized with the 388th Court Policies, Procedures and Rules of PracƟce.  You can visit your 
county law library in your county courthouse, or you may go online at hƩps://www.capitol.state.tx.us to 
find these resources. 

 

Remember, as the Pro Se, it is your responsibility to move along the case. 

 

If you, as the Pro Se, fail to follow the procedures, you may lose very important rights. 

If you are represenƟng yourself as the Pro Se / Self RepresentaƟve, and do not feel you cannot follow the 
procedures or feel that you will need legal advice, it is recommended that you visit a licensed aƩorney to 
provide legal advice to the case. 
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THINGS TO KNOW BEFORE YOU START 

In the event you will parƟcipate in a court seƫng for your case, it is recommended that you visit a court 
seƫng before yours is scheduled.  This will give you an insight into how the court works, where people sit, 
what they say and do.  Keep in mind that the courts in Texas are opened to the public, but there may be 
court hearings that will not be available for the public to enter under circumstances. 

You could reach the court by calling at (915) 273-3702 or send an email at 388thdc@epcounty.com. 

Courts do conƟnue to sƟll offer virtual hearings, but if you wish for your case to be heard in virtual hearing, 
you must make the request and receive confirmaƟon. 

If you want to aƩend a virtual court hearing instead of visiƟng a court, you may access the Texas Courts 
livestream online by visiƟng: hƩp://streams.txcourts.gov  

 

RULES FOR A PRO SE / SELF REPRESENTATION  

If you decide to represent yourself in a case, it is important to follow some general rules as a Pro Se and 
with the rules of the law and court. 

1. By represenƟng yourself, you are acƟng as your own aƩorney.  You will be expected to know and 
follow the rules of the law and court as any aƩorney.  This includes the Texas Rules of Evidence, 
the Texas Rules of Civil Procedure, the El Paso County Local Rules, Lawyers Creed and the 388th 
Judicial District Court Policies, Procedures and Rules of PracƟce. 
 

2. The Judge, Court Staff (that includes the court coordinator, court clerk, court reporter, 
administraƟon, and bailiff), and opposing counsel cannot give you legal advice.  They cannot tell 
you what you should do or say in your case or how the law applies to your case. 
 

3. DO NOT aƩempt to communicate directly or through another person to the Judge outside of 
the courtroom. 
 

a. You should not call the Judge on the phone, leave any messages, send a leƩer, fax, or email 
message, or talk to the Judge face to face outside a court hearing.  The only Ɵme there is 
any communicaƟon with the Judge is during the court hearing when everyone involved in 
the case is present. 
 

i. Any wriƩen communicaƟon to the judge is allowed only when everyone involved 
in the case is included.  Any communicaƟon that does not include everyone else 
in the case is called an ex parte communicaƟon and is not allowed.  The Court will 
return any ex parte communicaƟon to you unread and will noƟfy the other side 
of your aƩempt to communicate with the Judge. 
 

ii. Formal pleadings, a formal wriƩen statement of the parƟes in a civil acƟons or 
arguments, moƟons, or an answer, are not a prohibited form of communicaƟon, 
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but it is a communicaƟon that must be sent through only by filing with the District 
Clerk’s Office.   

 

4. If the other party has an aƩorney, you cannot ask for legal advice.  The aƩorney for the other party 
will also not provide you with legal advice.  The aƩorney is prohibited from represenƟng both sides 
to the same case. 
 

a. If your case involves children, real estate property (land, buildings, a home, or anything 
aƩached to land), a pension/ reƟrement account, important heirlooms or keepsakes, 
property you own separately from your spouse, or large debts, you should seriously 
consider visiƟng with an aƩorney about your case. 

 

If you break any of these general rules, the Judge may assess sancƟons against you or the party.  SancƟons 
can be a contempt of court with punishment, a fine, jail, have you removed from the courtroom or enter 
an order in favor of the other side.   

 

RULES OF THE COURTROOM 

When aƩending a courtroom for a hearing, the Judge will hear your case and give the opportunity for each 
party to tell their side of the story.  However, in the Judge’s courtroom, everyone is required to follow rules 
into how everyone must conduct themselves. 

 

1. Dress Code 

Be neat and clean.  Dress in a professional manner like you are to going to an important job interview.  
Men should wear pants and a shirt with a collar.  A suit, dress jacket, and/ or Ɵe to look presentable.  
Women should wear a dress, skirt and blouse, or pants and a jacket.  No one should wear shorts, T-shirts, 
tank tops, halter tops, sandals, sunglasses, hats, excessive make-up and jewelry, and any other casual 
clothing to court.  The Court will order you removed from the courtroom if you are dressed inappropriately. 
This may result in a default of your case. 

 

2. Behavior.  

When inside the courtroom, these general behavior rules must be followed: 

1. All persons are expected to act in their very best in the courtroom. 
 

2. You and your witness party should remain quiet during the hearing unƟl the Judge allows you 
to address any details to your case.  It is never proper to speak, even in a whisper, with friends 
or other audience members while court is in session. 
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3. No food or drinks are allowed and should not be consumed inside the courtroom. 
 

4. Do not smoke. 
 
5. Do not chew gum. 
 
6. Turn off all electronic devices.  This includes your cellphone, pagers, personal game consoles, 

and personal computers/ laptops/ tablets, unless it is agreed upon by the court and the parƟes 
that they will be uƟlized for the hearing. 

 
7. Do not go in and out of the courtroom while waiƟng for your case to be called in. 
 
8. Do not bring children to court unless they have been subpoenaed. 

 

During the hearing,  

1. When speaking in the courtroom, speak clearly and loudly enough to be heard by the judge 
and the court reporter.  If a court reporter is present, they are making a transcript of the 
hearing.  All responses for the transcript must be spoken.  Nonverbal communicaƟon, such as 
nodding or shaking of the head, is not acceptable.  
 

2. Stand up when speaking to the Judge.  When addressing the judge, refer to him or her as “Your 
Honor.” 

 
3. When addressing or referring to anyone else, refer to them as “Mr.,” “Mrs.,” “Ms.,” “Sir,” or 

“Ma’am.” 
 
4. Do not interrupt the Judge, the aƩorneys, or any other party in the courtroom. 
 
5. Never read anything in court except court documents. 
 

6. STAY CALM!  At all Ɵmes, you should retain a composed and aƩenƟve posture, whether 
you are appearing as a witness or appearing as a party.  

 

Like the contents in Rules For A Pro Se/ Self RepresentaƟon (on page 6), any violaƟons of these general 
guidelines and any other rules to the courtroom, there may be sancƟons against you or the party from the 
Judge. 

 

3. Friends and Family.  

Although you may want the support of your family or friends, you generally should not bring children to 
court.  Children oŌen are not permiƩed in court because they can be a distracƟon to you, the Judge, and 
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other parƟes in the courtroom.  Children are only allowed in the courtroom if they are a witness to the 
case being presented. 

 

4. Timeliness 

Always be on Ɵme for court.  A good rule of thumb is to arrive at least thirty minutes early to allow yourself 
Ɵme to find parking, clear the security check in the courthouse, and locate the courtroom where your 
hearing will be. 

If your hearing is being conducted virtually, avoid any interrupƟons.  It is recommended that you locate a 
room that is quiet, and no one will interrupt. 
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GENERAL START-UP 

 

When beginning to start a civil manner, such as a divorce, change of name, or an adopƟon, as a pro se/ 
self-representaƟve, everything begins with going to the District Clerk’s Office.  A District Clerk 
representaƟve will assist in providing the applicaƟon and instrucƟons into what type of civil proceeding 
will be taken. 

If the Pro Se, or Self RepresentaƟve, wants to start the process first, they will become the PeƟƟoner.  If the 
other party starts the process first, then the Pro Se will be the Respondent.   

 

The next page will begin to provide general informaƟon what a Pro Se/ Self RepresentaƟve will follow for 
certain legal proceedings they will do. 
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DIVORCE 

 

A significant emoƟonal event is an experience or event that shapes a person’s life.  Such events like the 
birth of a child, marriage, grieving over the loss of a person, illness, job promoƟon or layoff.   

Divorce is one significant emoƟonal event that triggers to a person’s life.  However, divorce carries more 
than just being an emoƟonal event.  It is also brings a legal proceeding. 

Failing to protect your rights during a divorce, as with any legal maƩer, can have serious, long-term 
consequences.  The most common issues resolved in a divorce include division of community property 
(and debt), determinaƟon of parental rights, and child support. 

Some people hire aƩorneys to follow up and resolve with the most common issues for their client. 

 

This is only a general guideline in the event you decide to file for divorce and decide to represent yourself 
as a Pro Se/ Self RepresentaƟve. 

 

GETTING STARTED 

Filing the PeƟƟon 

The spouse who files for divorce first is called the PeƟƟoner.  The other spouse is called the Respondent. 
The first decision to be made is where to file for divorce.   

To file for a divorce in Texas: (1) you and/or your spouse must have lived in Texas for at least six months 
before filing for divorce; and (2) you must file in the county in which either you or your spouse has lived 
for at least ninety days.  

Although most divorces in Texas are “no-fault,” someƟmes, parƟes will plead grounds such as cruelty or 
adultery to seek a greater award of the marital property assets.  You should take extreme cauƟon when 
pleading specific grounds for divorce.  The Texas Family Code permits the court to strike frivolous and 
unfounded allegaƟons of marital misconduct from a peƟƟon for divorce.  The specifics of such maƩers 
should be factually supported and carefully worded in the peƟƟon. In other words, to plead the ground of 
adultery, you should say “PeƟƟoner requests a divorce on the grounds that Respondent has commiƩed 
adultery” rather than “PeƟƟoner requests a divorce from Respondent because Respondent has repeatedly 
cheated on PeƟƟoner with the next-door neighbor.”  The PeƟƟon should also briefly state whether you 
believe an agreement will be reached with respect to any custody or property issues and, if an agreement 
cannot be reached, what you are requesƟng the court to order in your case.  

The Original PeƟƟon for Divorce (also known as the PeƟƟon), along with two extra copies, and the 
appropriate filing fee, should be filed by hand delivery or e-filed to the District Clerk’s Office in the 
appropriate county.  The clerk will date stamp and file the original and will date stamp the copies to show 
the date and Ɵme the PeƟƟon was filed.  The original will be assigned a “cause number” that will be listed 
at the top of the PeƟƟon, and one copy will be returned to you. If you choose to mail the PeƟƟon, include 
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a self-addressed and stamped envelope for the clerk to return your copy to you.  The third copy will be 
used to noƟfy the Respondent of the divorce proceeding.  Keep in mind that the District Clerk’s Office will 
require you to pay fees.  The fees will vary, and you should call the District Clerk's Office to determine how 
much the fees will be for your case.   

If you cannot afford the filing fee, you must file an Affidavit of Inability to Pay Court Costs, at the same 
Ɵme you file your PeƟƟon.  An Indigency Hearing must be scheduled before the case can move forward.  
This hearing will determine whether the Judge will decide whether to accept your Affidavit of Inability to 
Pay Court Costs aŌer the review.  If accepted, your filing fee and other court costs will be waived.  

It is recommended that once your case has been assigned to a court and if an Affidavit of Inability to Pay 
Court Costs was filed, please reach out to the court by email to have the Indigency Hearing scheduled. 

 

NoƟfying the Spouse 

The second step is to serve your spouse (the Respondent) with the PeƟƟon for Divorce.  You, as the 
PeƟƟoner, must serve the Respondent unless the Respondent signs a Waiver of CitaƟon.  A Waiver of 
CitaƟon is a document that waives the right of the Respondent to be personally served with legal papers.  
If the Respondent signs the waiver, then you can, (1) hire a county constable, sheriff, or a private process 
server, a professional that serves legal documents on individuals and/ or businesses, to personally serve 
the Respondent with the citaƟon, which is formal noƟce of the filing of the PeƟƟon for divorce prepared 
by the District Clerk; or (2) if, aŌer a diligent search, you cannot locate the address of the Respondent, you 
may request that the court order that Respondent be served by subsƟtute service or publicaƟon.  

1. The first and simplest method of legal noƟce to the Respondent is through a waiver of service.  A 
waiver of service is when the Respondent has agreed to save the PeƟƟoner the Ɵme and expense of 
having to hire and pay a county constable, or sheriff, or a private process server to serve the divorce 
complaint. 

The waiver of service is only valid if it is signed by the Respondent aŌer the PeƟƟon for Divorce has 
been filed with the court and the Respondent has been provided with a file-stamped copy of the 
PeƟƟon.  Once the waiver has been signed by the Respondent, the waiver should be filed with the 
Court.   

To file the waiver, first make a copy of the waiver.  Then take the waiver and the copy to the District 
Clerk’s Office and tell the clerk you would like to file the waiver of service.  The clerk will file stamp the 
original and the copy.  The District Clerk will keep the original document and return the copy to you 
for your records.   

Unless e-filing is used, only one copy is needed to file with the District Clerk’s Office. 

The waiver of service should be on file for a minimum of 10 days before a divorce can be finalized.  

2. The second method to provide legal noƟce to the Respondent is to personally serve the Respondent 
with the citaƟon.  This will generally involves paying fees.  To accomplish personal service, you will 
need to provide to the District Clerk the address where you believe the Respondent can be served and 
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request that a citaƟon be issued.  The District Clerk will then issue a citaƟon and forward a copy of 
your peƟƟon to the County Constable or Sheriff where the Respondent will be served.   

If the Respondent will be served in a different county or if you would like to have the Respondent 
served by an authorized private process server, the District Clerk will return the citaƟon to you. It is 
then your responsibility to deliver the citaƟon to the appropriate process server.  Personal service is 
considered complete when the process server hands the citaƟon to the Respondent.  The process 
server, whether a sheriff, constable, or private process server, must file an affidavit with the Court 
staƟng the Respondent was served the citaƟon and peƟƟon on the Respondent.  If an Affidavit of 
Inability is on file with the Court, the Sheriff or Constable may waive their fee.  However, a private 
process server will not normally waive their fees even if an Affidavit of Inability is on file with the court.   

The benefit of a private process server is that he or she will try to serve the Respondent at any place 
and Ɵme you believe the Respondent can be found while a Sheriff or Constable may only aƩempt 
service at certain Ɵmes of the day and week.  

3. The third method of providing legal noƟce to the Respondent of the PeƟƟon for divorce is by subsƟtute 
service, posƟng or publicaƟon.  This method requires a court order and should only be used if you, as 
the PeƟƟoner, have tried everything possible and cannot locate the Respondent.  To obtain service by 
posƟng, you must request that the District Clerk Office post the citaƟon at the courthouse.  AŌer a 
certain amount of Ɵme has passed, the clerk will noƟfy the court that service by posƟng has been 
completed.  Service by publicaƟon is done in the newspaper in the city where the Respondent was 
last known to have resided.  To obtain service by publicaƟon, the PeƟƟoner must request that the 
District Clerk issue publicaƟon in a parƟcular newspaper authorized by the Court.  You will be 
responsible for any fees charged by the newspaper.  Once the publicaƟon is complete, you must file 
proof of the publicaƟon with the District Clerk’s Office.  

 

Answer 

Once the Respondent has been noƟfied of the PeƟƟon for Divorce, whether through Personal Service of 
CitaƟon, or publicaƟon, the Respondent’s deadline to file an answer is the Monday following 20 days aŌer 
date the Respondent is served.  However, in a divorce, an answer is sƟll considered valid as long as it is 
filed before the divorce is final.  Once the Respondent files an answer, he or she is enƟtled to receive noƟce 
of all court hearings and to be present in court for any proceedings in the case.  If the Respondent does 
not file an answer, it is possible for you to move forward with the divorce without noƟce to the Respondent 
unƟl aŌer the case is final.  Even if the Respondent fails to file an answer, the Respondent will sƟll receive  
all noƟces to all court hearings.  Should the Respondent conƟnue to not answer any noƟces with regards 
to the case, then a default judgment will be issued in the final hearing.  The District Clerk will send the 
default judgement noƟce to the case. 

 

CounterpeƟƟon 

In addiƟon to an answer, the Respondent may also file a counterpeƟƟon. This document is similar to the 
Original PeƟƟon for Divorce.  However, it is different from an answer because it sets forth affirmaƟve relief 
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that the Respondent is requesƟng from the Court.  A citaƟon does not have to be served in a 
counterpeƟƟon.  However, the counterpeƟƟon must be sent to the opposing party and a cerƟficaƟon that 
the counterpeƟƟon was sent, known as a “CerƟficate of Service,” must be included and signed with the 
counterpeƟƟon.  

 

Middle of the Case (The “WaiƟng Period”) 

A Court cannot grant a divorce unƟl the PeƟƟon for Divorce has been pending for at least sixty (60) days.  
This Ɵme period begins to run on the date the peƟƟon is filed with the Court.   

This “waiƟng period” serves many purposes.  SomeƟmes it permits the parƟes to “cool-down” and possibly 
reconcile.  However, this generally gives the parƟes the Ɵme to reach an agreement regarding specifics of 
their pending divorce.  Reaching an agreement with your spouse during the waiƟng period can prevent an 
outside party (normally a judge) from making decisions regarding your life, property and, relaƟonship with 
your children.   

AŌer a PeƟƟon for Divorce has been filed, the Court, on its own moƟon, or the moƟon from either party, 
aŌer noƟce and a hearing, may grant temporary orders.  Temporary orders set out the “ground rules” for 
the parƟes conduct during the waiƟng period regarding such maƩers as the protecƟon of both parƟes, 
the preservaƟon of property, and issues pertaining to the children such as child support and visitaƟon.  
The Court can also decide who will temporarily remain in the marital residence, which party will have to 
move out, and how the bills and expenses of the family will be paid during the pendency of the divorce 
case.  This is also Ɵme frame for filing a request with the Court to appoint a therapist or parenƟng 
coordinator/facilitator.  If the right to determine the primary residence of the children or possession of 
the children is a contested issue in the case, the Court might also order the parƟes to complete an 
evaluaƟon with an expert to assist that Court in determining what the best interest of the children might 
be.  This is known as a “custody evaluaƟon” or “social study.”  If the Respondent files an answer or makes 
a court appearance, negoƟaƟons may be necessary to reach a final seƩlement.  The courts require or 
encourage parƟes to try to reach an agreement.  A common dispute resoluƟon method is called mediaƟon.  
MediaƟon is a non-binding, confidenƟal process that may be done at any Ɵme during the divorce 
proceedings and the cost is paid by the parƟes.  The mediator is a neutral third party either appointed by 
the court or selected by the parƟes by agreement.  The mediator meets separately with the parƟes and 
tries to assist in finding a common ground soluƟon acceptable to both parƟes.  MediaƟon does not require 
a resoluƟon or a seƩlement, but if a seƩlement is reached, the agreement is usually a binding agreement.  
Many counƟes in Texas have services that offer discounted or free mediaƟons.  The Court will also 
someƟmes appoint a mediator if the parƟes cannot agree on the mediator.  

If a seƩlement cannot be reached, the issues will then be presented to the judge for a bench or a jury trial 
(if Ɵmely requested and the jury fee paid) at the final hearing.  If a final hearing is necessary, you should 
request the court clerk to schedule a final trial date for your case.  Some courts require that a request for 
final hearing be in wriƟng. 

The law requires the opposing party be given at least a 45-day noƟce prior to a final trial.  However, an 
earlier date may be scheduled if the Court is available and if all parƟes agree.  
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CONCLUDING DIVORCE PROCEEDING 

 

Timing 

Once the 60-day waiƟng period ends, you have the opportunity to set your case for a final hearing.  A final 
hearing may consist of a jury trial, if requested, or a bench trial, where the judge acts as the jury.  However, 
if you and the Respondent are in complete agreement and have reduced your agreement to wriƟng, the 
final hearing can be as simple as answering a few quesƟons and having the Judge enter the agreement 
into the court’s records. 

 

Final Decree of Divorce 

The Final Decree of Divorce is a court order that ends a marriage and states the terms of the divorce.  It is 
completed when it is either reached by an agreement or decided by the judge or a jury.  The decree 
provides for the division of all community property and all community debt, all maƩers of child custody, 
and provide for the amount and frequency of child support payments.   

A Final Decree of Divorce may also provide a name change of either party to a name previously used.  
Generally, the wife may use the Final Decree of Divorce to change her last name back to her maiden name 
or any other name, so long as it was previously used.  You may not use a Final Decree of Divorce to change 
your name to a brand-new name.  This requires a separate proceeding.   

Some courts require that a pro se liƟgant self- representaƟve submit a draŌ of the Final Decree of Divorce 
and receive approval of the decree before appearing in court for the final hearing.   

The court administrator may be able to tell you whether this is required.  Be sure not to leave blanks in 
the Final Decree of Divorce that you are presenƟng to the court.   

Any order you are requesƟng a judge to sign must be completed in full. 

 

Uncontested Divorce 

A simple, uncontested divorce may be concluded when you appear before the judge and give evidence 
and tesƟmony as to the terms of your divorce.   

However, if your divorce involves contested issues, such as division of property or child custody issues, this 
simple proceeding will not work, and you should consider hiring an aƩorney. 

 

In the event you wish to conduct an uncontested divorce, contact the court to schedule an appointment.  
Appointments are scheduled by email.  Uncontested divorce hearings are normally conducted virtually. 

On the day of final hearing, you should have the original Final Decree of Divorce, the Employer’s 
Withholding Order (if child support is an issue), and proof of service on the Respondent, or a file-stamped 
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copy of the Waiver of Service, showing that the Waiver of Service has been on file for at least 10 days 
ready for submission before the final hearing, and three copies of each document.  

 

When your case is up with the Court, remember the proper courtroom eƟqueƩe.  The Judge will review 
the original Final Decree of Divorce and any other documents brought forth.  The Judge may ask some 
quesƟons.  If the Judge approves the divorce, the divorce is granted and the Final Decree of Divorce is 
signed, along with any other orders to the case.  

Once the order is signed, the Court files it with the District Clerk’s Office.  If the PeƟƟoner and Respondent 
want a copy of the Final Decree of Divorce, they will go to the District Clerk’s Office to request copies.  The 
District Clerk’s Office may charge fees for copies. 

 

In cases where child support is ordered, you may also be required to complete forms necessary for the 
AƩorney General or the Child Support Disbursement Unit to process the court ordered support. The court 
clerk will have copies of these forms for you to complete.   

Your divorce is considered final as soon as the judge signs and dates the Final Decree of Divorce.  

You and the Respondent will have a 30-day waiƟng period.  This waiƟng period allows the Court that issued 
the final decree to retain plenary power which makes it possible for the PeƟƟoner and the Respondent to 
file an appeal or moƟon for a new trial.  During this waiƟng period neither you, nor the Respondent are 
allowed to get married to another person.  However, if the PeƟƟoner and the Respondent want to remarry 
to each other, the waiƟng period does not exist and may proceed.  AŌer the 31st day, you and the 
Respondent are allowed to get married without any legal consequences. 

 

The 388th District Court will grant a Self-Represented (Pro Se) divorce if the above-described rules and 
procedures are complied with by all parƟes. 
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LEGAL ISSUES INVOLVING CHILDREN 

 

If you and the Respondent are filing for divorce, and children is involved, both parƟes should follow 
guidelines. 

 

ParenƟng Plan 

In 2005, the Texas Legislature made policy for the Texas Family Code to require the addiƟon of a “ParenƟng 
Plan” in the Final Decree of Divorce.  This is known as Texas Family Code SecƟon 153.603, Requirement of 
ParenƟng Plan in Final Order. 

 

SecƟon 153.603 - Requirement of ParenƟng Plan in Final Order 

(a) Except as provided by SubsecƟon (b), a final order in a suit affecƟng the parent-child relaƟonship 
must include a parenƟng plan. 

(b) The following orders are not required to include a parenƟng plan:  

(1) an order that only modifies child support; 

(2) an order that only terminates parental rights; or 

(3) a final order described by SecƟon 155.001(b). 

(c) If the parƟes have not reached agreement on a final parenƟng plan on or before the 30th day 
before the date set for trial on the merits, a party may file with the court and serve a proposed 
parenƟng plan. 

(d) This secƟon does not preclude the parƟes from requesƟng the appointment of a parenƟng 
coordinator to resolve parental conflicts. 

 

The ParenƟng Plan covers in detail custody arrangements, visitaƟon schedules, decision-making authority, 
child support, and communicaƟon between the parents.  Items that are not required to be included in the 
parenƟng plan is modificaƟons of child support, terminaƟon of parental rights, and any final orders 
described by SecƟon 155.001 (b).  This Texas Family Code is help provide a clarity and structure for co-
parenƟng arrangements aŌer legal proceedings.  Any legal quesƟons regarding a ParenƟng Plan should be 
consulted with an aƩorney. 

 

ParenƟng Coordinator and ParenƟng Facilitator 

In 2005, the Texas legislature introduced provisions to parenƟng coordinators in suits affecƟng the parent-
child relaƟonship. 
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In a lawsuit affecƟng the parent-child relaƟonship (such as a divorce, custody, or child support), the court 
may appoint someone known as the ParenƟng Coordinator.  The primary duƟes of the parenƟng 
coordinator are limited to maƩers of: idenƟfying disputed issues, reducing misunderstandings, clarifying 
prioriƟes, exploring possibiliƟes for problem-solving, developing methods of collaboraƟon in parenƟng, 
understanding parenƟng plans and reaching agreements about parenƟng issues to be included in a 
parenƟng plan, complying with the court’s order regarding conservatorship or possession of and access to 
the child, implemenƟng parenƟng plans, obtaining training regarding problem-solving, conflict 
management, and parenƟng skills, and seƩling disputes regarding parenƟng issues and reaching a 
proposed joint resoluƟon or statement of intent regarding those disputes. 

One of the main qualificaƟons of parenƟng coordinator is that they are not an aƩorney that does not 
consƟtute the pracƟce of the law.  The appointed parenƟng coordinator must comply with the Ethical 
Guidelines for Mediators as adopted by the Supreme Court of Texas (Misc. Docket No. 05-9107, June 13, 
2005).  The appointed parenƟng coordinator and the parƟes or parƟes’ aƩorneys must sign a statement 
of agreement to comply with the Ethical Guidelines for Mediators.  Any noncompliance from the parenƟng 
coordinator within the guidelines will result in their removal.   

 

DuraƟon of a Child Custody and Child Support Order 

Texas courts generally have jurisdicƟon to make orders regarding the support and conservatorship of a 
child unƟl that child reaches the age of eighteen or unƟl the child graduates from high school, whichever 
occurs later. However, this jurisdicƟon can be extended if the court determines that a child has a physical 
or mental disability that exists prior to the child’s 18th birthday and the court determines that the child will 
not be capable of self-support. 

If you have a child that has any form of disability, it is important for you to consult with an aƩorney prior 
to the finalizaƟon of your divorce to ensure that you are preserving the rights of the disabled child. 

 

Child Custody 

The court that handles a divorce proceeding also determines who shall have custody of any children from 
the marriage.  The vast majority of parents are awarded “Joint Managing Conservatorship” in a divorce, 
that all rights and duƟes concerning the children are shared by both parents.  However exclusive right to 
a make certain decision may be awarded to one party.  Joint Managing Conservatorship can be established 
by either an agreement from the parents or a court order. 

Even in the joint custody situaƟon, the court must designate one parent who has the authority to 
determine the locaƟon of the children’s primary residence.  This parent is known as the Primary Joint 
Managing Conservator or “custodial parent.”  The other parent is commonly referred to as the “non-
custodial parent.”  Most Primary Joint Managing Conservators will decide that the children’s primary 
residence is in that parent’s home.  Aside from the decision regarding the locaƟon of the children’s primary 
residence, most other major parenƟng decisions are shared between the conservators.  In rare 
circumstances, one parent may be appointed as the Sole Managing Conservator, and the other as the 
Possessory Conservator.   
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In every case, the court will ulƟmately decide what custody arrangement is in the best interest of the 
children.   

In making the decision between joint and sole conservatorship, the court shall consider: (1) family 
violence; (2) child abuse or neglect; or (3) a final protecƟve order is rendered.  The court will also consider 
other factors, such as: the other parent has been absent from the children’s lives, a history of extreme 
conflict between the parents over educaƟonal, medical, or religious values.  However, this does not mean 
that the other parent loses their right to visit their children.  The only rights a Sole Managing Conservator 
has over a Primary Joint Managing Conservator relate to the sole right to make certain decisions regarding 
the children’s lives, such as educaƟon and health maƩers. 

Other legal custody arrangements that can be ordered at divorce include split custody, in which one or 
more children live with one parent while the remaining children live with the other parent, and divided 
custody.  This form of custody allows each parent to have the child for alternaƟng blocks of Ɵme, oŌen 
every year or two years, with equal visitaƟon rights.  Such legal arrangements are much less common.  
Judges are reluctant to order split custody, in parƟcular, because of a firm belief that children should not 
be separated from their brothers and/or sisters as it is not in their best interest. 

 

Supervised VisitaƟon 

If there has been a history of abuse or neglect, the court may require that any visitaƟon from that parent 
be supervised.  Generally, courts will appoint a mutually agreed upon family member or third party to 
supervise the periods of possession or will appoint a supervision facility to conduct the supervision. 

 

The Right to Decide Where a Child Will Live 

Only one parent may have the right to establish the primary residency of the children.  The parent who is 
named the Primary Joint Managing Conservator will typically be restricted geographically on where they 
can reside with the children.  This geographic restricƟon will be listed in the Final Decree of Divorce and 
will usually restrict the residence of the children to the county in which the children resided prior to the 
divorce if both parƟes sƟll reside in the same county or the county where the divorce is pending.  Courts 
will someƟmes expand this geographic restricƟon to also include the counƟes that are conƟguous to the 
restricted county. 

 

Standard Possession Order (SPO) 

VisitaƟon arrangements can have many variaƟons that parents can agree with regards to child custody.  If 
parents cannot agree, child custody will generally follow a schedule developed by the Texas Legislature 
that is designed to be fair and workable for both parents in most circumstances.  The Standard Possession 
Order (SPO) provides the noncustodial parent is granted visitaƟon of the child beginning at 6 p.m. every 
first, third and fiŌh Friday of each month and ending at 6 p.m. on the following Sunday, as well as every 
Thursday evening from 6 p.m. to 8 p.m. during the regular school year.  All holidays, including Thanksgiving, 
Christmas, and Spring Break are divided between the parents, giving one parent the right to spend a 
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parƟcular holiday with the child every other year.  The SPO also provides for the noncustodial parent to 
have 30 days with the child during the summer, or if the child lives more than 100 miles away from that 
parent. 

 

Expanded or Extended Standard Possession Order 

In 1995, the Texas Legislature enacted a provision that allows for the noncustodial parent to elect alternate 
beginning and ending possession Ɵmes when exercising the SPO.   

Under the current statute, the noncustodial parent can elect to modify their possession period to begin at 
the Ɵme the child’s school is regularly dismissed to end at the Ɵme the child’s school resumes as opposed 
to the 6 p.m. start and end Ɵme.  

To make this elecƟon, the noncustodial parent must make this elecƟon prior to or at the Ɵme the Judge 
signs the possession order.  The elecƟon must be made in a wriƩen document filed with the court or must 
be made orally by the noncustodial parent in open court hearing to the Judge.   

 

Establishing Child Support 

The custodial parent has the right to request to receive child support on behalf of the child.  The amount 
of support owed by the non-custodial parent will depend on their income, as well as the number of 
children for whom the non-custodial parent has a duty to support (both from the marriage at issue and as 
any other children). 

If there is only one child of the marriage and no children outside the marriage, child support will be set at 
20% of the non-custodial parent’s net income, aŌer FICA, Social Security, and Medicare have been taken 
out from their paycheck.  If there are two children, the child support will be set at 25% of the net income.  
If there are three children, child support will be set at 30% of the net income, and it will increase at 5% 
increments thereaŌer.  If there are more than six children, the child support will be not less than the 
amount for five children. 

As of September 1, 2021, the Texas legislature updated the family code to child support to include 
guidelines for low-income child support.  This guideline is under Texas Family Code 154.125.  Under this 
guideline: 

If there is only one child of the marriage and no children outside the marriage, child support will be set at 
15% of the non-custodial parent’s net income.  If there are two children, the child support will be set at 
20% of the net income.  If there are three children, child support will be set at 25% of the net income, and 
it will increase at 5% increments thereaŌer.  If there are more than six children, the child support will be 
not less than the amount for five children. 
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Below explains Texas Family Code SecƟon 154.125 regarding the guidelines to child support. 

Sec. 154.125.  APPLICATION OF GUIDELINES TO NET RESOURCES.  (a)  The guidelines for the 

support of a child in this section are specifically designed to apply to situations in which the obligor's 

monthly net resources are not greater than the maximum amount of net resources to which the statutory 

guidelines are applicable, as most recently published by the Title IV-D agency in the Texas Register. 

(a-1) The amount prescribed by Subsection (a) is adjusted every six years as necessary to reflect 

inflation.  The Title IV-D agency shall compute the adjusted amount, to take effect beginning September 

1 of the year of the adjustment, based on the percentage change in the consumer price index during the 

72-month period preceding March 1 of the year of the adjustment, as rounded to the nearest $50 

increment.  The Title IV-D agency shall publish the adjusted amount in the Texas Register before 

September 1 of the year in which the adjustment takes effect.  For purposes of this subsection, "consumer 

price index" has the meaning assigned by Section 341.201, Finance Code. 

(b) If the obligor's monthly net resources are not greater than the amount described by 

Subsection (a) and the obligor's monthly net resources are equal to or greater than the amount described 

by Subsection (c), the court shall presumptively apply the following schedule in rendering the child 

support order: 

CHILD SUPPORT GUIDELINES 
 

BASED ON THE MONTHLY NET RESOURCES OF THE OBLIGOR 
 

1 child               20% of Obligor's Net Resources 

2 children            25% of Obligor's Net Resources 

3 children            30% of Obligor's Net Resources 

4 children            35% of Obligor's Net Resources 

5 children            40% of Obligor's Net Resources 

6+ children           Not less than the amount for 5 children 

(c)  If the obligor's monthly net resources are less than $1,000, the court shall presumptively 

apply the following schedule in rendering the child support order: 

 

LOW-INCOME CHILD SUPPORT GUIDELINES 
 

BASED ON THE MONTHLY NET RESOURCES OF THE OBLIGOR   
 

1 child               15% of Obligor's Net Resources 

2 children            20% of Obligor's Net Resources 

3 children            25% of Obligor's Net Resources 
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4 children            30% of Obligor's Net Resources 

5 children            35% of Obligor's Net Resources 

6+ children           Not less than the amount for 5 children 
 

Added by Acts 1995, 74th Leg., ch. 20, Sec. 1, eff. April 20, 1995. 

Amended by:  

Acts 2007, 80th Leg., R.S., Ch. 620 (H.B. 448), Sec. 2, eff. September 1, 2007. 

Acts 2009, 81st Leg., R.S., Ch. 767 (S.B. 865), Sec. 5, eff. June 19, 2009. 

Acts 2021, 87th Leg., R.S., Ch. 552 (S.B. 286), Sec. 4, eff. September 1, 2021. 
 

 

No parent may be required to pay more than 50% of their net earnings to fulfill all their child support 
obligaƟons.  These percentages are adjusted slightly when the non-custodial parent has other children 
from outside the marriage for whom the non-custodial parent must also pay child support.  

Any factors such as the non-custodial parent is intenƟonally unemployed, or not earning as much as they 
are capable to live will be considered by the court.   

Finally, a custodial parent, whether named as Primary Joint Managing Conservator, or Sole Managing 
Conservator, need not have ever been married to the non-custodial parent to receive child support.  This 
child support calculaƟon does not apply when the noncustodial parent has net income per month in the 
amount of $8,550.00 or more. 

The Texas Legislature has found that the following items consƟtute net resources for purposes of 
calculaƟng child support: (1) 100 percent of all wage and salary income and other compensaƟon for 
personal services (i.e., commissions, overƟme pay, Ɵps, and bonuses); (2) interest, dividends, and royalty 
income; (3) self-employment income; (4) net rental income (rent aŌer deducƟng operaƟng expenses and 
mortgage payments, but not including noncash items such as depreciaƟon); and (5) all other income 
actually being received, which includes severance pay, reƟrement benefits, pensions, trust income, 
annuiƟes, capital gains, social security benefits other than supplemental security income, unemployment 
benefits, disability and workers’ compensaƟon benefits, interest income from notes regardless of the 
source, giŌs and prizes, spousal maintenance, and alimony. 

 

AddiƟonal Factors in Determining Child Support 

Texas courts can order child support amounts that are different from the guidelines if the court find that 
the applicaƟon of the guidelines would not be in the best interest of the child.   

The court will look at addiƟonal factors that include the age and needs of the child, the child care costs of 
the child, the ability of both parents to contribute to the support of the child, the amount of Ɵme and 
possession both parents have with the child, any special or extraordinary educaƟonal, health care, or other 
expenses of the parƟes and the child, and the cost of travel in order for the noncustodial parent to exercise 
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possession of or access to the child.  These factors and other factors the court may deem will determine 
child support for the child. 

 

Medical Expenses as AddiƟonal Child Support 

The noncustodial parent is generally required to pay for the children’s health insurance expenses as 
addiƟonal child support.   

If the custodial parent maintains health insurance on the children, then the noncustodial parent will be 
required to reimburse the custodial parent for the cost of the health insurance premium for the children’s 
health insurance.  If the noncustodial parent maintains health insurance on the children, then the 
noncustodial parent will be required to maintain health insurance coverage on the children at their own 
expense. 

 

The court will also require the parents to pay for any or all reasonable and necessary healthcare expenses 
of the children that are not covered by the health insurance premium or reimbursed by health insurance 
such as copays and deducƟbles for the children.  Typically, the court will require the parents to split these 
costs as addiƟonal child support.  

As of September 1, 2018, the parents are required to maintain dental support of a child. 

 

Employer’s Order to Withhold 

Texas courts require that an Employer’s Order to Withhold be signed at the Ɵme that a divorce with 
children is finalized.  An Employer’s Order to Withhold orders the employer of the non-custodial parent to 
take the child support owed directly from the paycheck of the non-custodial parent.  All child support 
payments are then sent by the employer to a central processing center where the checks are processed 
and submiƩed to the parent to whom the support is owed. 

 

Modifying Child Support 

To request a change, the parent who is requesƟng the modificaƟon must file a PeƟƟon to Modify, in which 
they seek to modify the Final Decree of Divorce.  Unless there is a material and substanƟal change in 
circumstances, such as the non-custodial parent geƫng a big raise, or the child suddenly requires 
addiƟonal support due to illness, child support may generally only be modified every three years, and 
then, only if the amount of the child support payment would increase or decrease by 20% or $100. 

 

Court Mandated ParenƟng Courses 

In Texas, many counƟes now require parƟes in a divorce with children to aƩend a parenƟng course before 
the date of divorce.  If this parenƟng course is required, most courts will not allow the parƟes to prove-up 
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up their divorce unƟl both parƟes have filed their cerƟficate of compleƟon with the court.  If you have not 
received any form of noƟce of this requirement from the court, contact the court administrator to ensure 
that this course is not required before you schedule the prove-up of your divorce.  If this is required, be 
sure to get the cerƟficate of compleƟon for both parƟes filed with the court before your date of divorce. 
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ADOPTION 

 

Under the Texas Department of Family and ProtecƟve Services, adopƟon is the legal process through which 
a child joins a family different from their birth parents.  It is a permanent, lifelong commitment to a child.  
AdopƟon transfers all rights and responsibiliƟes from the biological parents to the adopƟve parents. 

In general, any adult who meets the Texas Family Code requirements can adopt a child.  If a married couple 
seeking to adopt a child, both spouses must sign the peƟƟon for adopƟon. 

In the state of Texas, a child is under 18 years of age, not married, and have not been married.  Children 
that are 12 years of age or older must consent to the adopƟon. 

A child residing in Texas can be adopted if: 

 

1. The parent-child relaƟonship as to each of the child’s living parents has been terminated or is 
sought to be terminated with the adopƟon suit. 
 

2. The child is at least two years old; the parent-child relaƟonship has been terminated as to one 
parent, and: 
 

a. The adult seeking to adopt has been a managing conservator or had “actual care, 
possession, and control” of the child for six (6) months before the adopƟon, or is the 
child’s former stepparent, and the non-terminated parent consents to adopƟon, or 
 

b. The adult seeking to adopt is the child’s former stepparent and has been a managing 
conservator or had “actual care, possession, and control” of the child for one year 
before the adopƟon. 

 

In the event a Pro Se/ Self-RepresentaƟve wishes to adopt a child, the adopƟve parent must submit a 
PeƟƟon to Adopt in the court of the county where the child resides. 

A court hearing is scheduled where the Judge reviews the case.  The adopƟon is complete once the Judge 
reviews and confirms that that the adopƟve parent serves the child’s best interest and grants parental 
rights. 

 

For more informaƟon on adopƟon, the Texas Department of Family and ProtecƟve Services will provide 
addiƟonal guidance at hƩps://www.dfps.texas.gov/.  
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MARITAL PROPERTY 

 

With regards to the informaƟon relaƟng to marital property, it is recommended to visit a licensed aƩorney 
for legal advice.  MulƟple risk factors could be involved with marital property for the parƟes.  If the case 
involves a certain risk relaƟng to the informaƟon staƟng below, an aƩorney may be a viable opƟon to help 
reduce the risk. 

 

PresumpƟon of Community Property 

Texas is a “community property” state. Meaning that all property owned by married persons on the 
dissoluƟon of a marriage, whether by death or divorce, is presumed to be the property of both spouses.  
Any debts incurred during marriage are presumed to be community debt and are presumed to be owed 
by both spouses. Community debt must also be divided in a divorce. 

The presumpƟon of community property may only be overcome by clear and convincing evidence that 
certain property is separate, rather than community property.  This is done by tracing and clearly 
idenƟfying property as separate property at the moment when the property was first acquired.  
DocumentaƟon that clearly proves that the property is separate is always necessary if the parƟes do not 
agree on whether an asset is separate or community.  Consequently, tesƟmony that property is separate 
likely will be insufficient to prove the separate nature of an asset without other documentary support.  

 

Separate Property 

Property acquired before a marriage and property acquired during marriage through giŌ or inheritance, 
or with funds that were themselves separate property, is considered separate property.   

A recovery for personal injury by a spouse for a loss sustained during the marriage is also separate 
property.  However, recovery for loss of earning capacity is not separate property. 

Spouses may enter into a signed wriƩen agreement known as a Premarital or Marital Property Agreement, 
which documents separate property rights or can convert community property into separate property. 

 

Claims for Reimbursement 

When the spouses contribute community property funds or pay debt towards one spouse’s separate 
property, or if a spouse’s separate property contributes funds or pays debt that is community or the other 
spouse’s separate debt, a claim for reimbursement can be made.  

Example: a spouse purchased a home before marriage, but then paid down the mortgage on the home 
during the marriage or if one spouse used inherited funds to pay toward a community credit card.   

There are certain types of payments or debts that are not subject to a claim for reimbursement.  A party 
cannot seek reimbursement for payment of student loans, payments of nominal value, living expenses of 
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a child or a spouse or payments for child support or spousal maintenance.  The laws on reimbursement 
claims can be complicated depending on the situaƟon, so it is advisable to consult an aƩorney if this issue 
arises. 

 

Premarital and Marital Property Agreements 

At any point before or during the marriage, spouses may enter into a signed wriƩen agreement regarding 
whether certain assets or debts are to be community or separate and how property would be divided in 
the event of a divorce.  An agreement that is entered into before the marriage is called a “PrenupƟal” or 
“Premarital” Agreement.  A Premarital agreement takes effect on the date the parƟes are married and is 
usually designed to limit the accumulaƟon of community assets and debts. 

An agreement entered during the marriage is a Marital Property Agreement, also known as a “ParƟƟon” 
or “PostnupƟal” Agreement. 

An agreement entered aŌer marriage is oŌen very similar to a Premarital Agreement. However, the parƟes 
to a Marital Property Agreement oŌen agree to convert community property into the separate property 
of the parƟes, thereby “parƟƟoning” the community property between the spouses.  It is important to 
disclose the existence of a property agreement to the court so that the Judge can divide the property 
based upon the agreement of the parƟes. 

 

Division of Community Property 

Community property and community debt are supposed to be divided in a manner that the court “deems 
just and right, having due regard for the rights of each party and any children of the marriage.”  This does 
not mean that community property or debt must necessarily be equally divided, and it oŌen will not be. 
The Judge dividing community property and debt may consider many factors, such as the size of both 
spouse’s separate estates and any fault that caused the divorce.  

Community property cannot always be easily divided.  For example, the situaƟon where two people own 
a home and want to get a divorce.  The easiest soluƟon would be for the Judge to order the parƟes to sell 
the house and divide the proceeds.  However, there are children involved.  The Judge will oŌen order that 
the spouse with whom the children will live be permiƩed to remain in the house with the children.  They 
will conƟnue to live in the home to not disturb or upset their lives.  However, this does not necessarily 
mean that the other spouse loses community interest in the house.  The Judge may order that the house 
be sold, and the proceeds divided aŌer the youngest of the children reaches the age 18.  Another remedy 
may be to award full ownership of the house to the spouse with whom the children will be living with but 
give the other spouse the full interest in some other community property, such as a ranch, vacaƟon home, 
savings account, or a reƟrement account to offset equity in the home awarded to the other spouse.  

Many factors go into a Judge’s decision regarding the division of community property in a contested 
divorce maƩer.  SomeƟmes the parƟes may agree to almost any type of division that they deem to be fair.  
If an agreement is made, it is important that the agreement divide all the marital property to the risk of 
having it to return to court to request the Judge divide an asset or debt that was not addressed in the 
original divorce proceeding.  
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Spousal Maintenance 

Spousal Maintenance is a payment ordered to be made from future income of one spouse for the support 
of the other spouse.  Texas does not recognize the common term of “alimony”, but maintenance is 
essenƟally the same term.  Spouses can agree to spousal maintenance.   

A Judge can order spousal maintenance only if the spouse seeking maintenance will lack sufficient 
property, including the spouse’s separate property, on divorce to provide for that spouse’s minimum 
reasonable needs and: (1) the paying party has been convicted of or received deferred adjudicaƟon for an 
act consƟtuƟng family violence within the two years prior to filing, or during the divorce; (2) the parƟes 
have been married for at least 10 years and the receiving spouse lacks the ability to earn sufficient income 
to provide for that spouse’s minimum reasonable needs; (3) the spouse is unable to earn sufficient income 
to provide for that spouse’s minimum reasonable needs because of an incapacitaƟng physical or mental 
disability; or (4) due to the spouse caring for a disabled child, the spouse cannot earn sufficient income to 
provide for that spouse’s minimum reasonable needs. 

The court is also limited on the amount of support it can order and the duraƟon of the support.  The Judge 
must only order what is necessary to meet the minimum reasonable needs of the receiving spouse and 
the Judge cannot order more than $5,000 per month or 20% of the paying spouse’s gross monthly income, 
whichever is less.   

Spousal maintenance awards are also limited to a period of Ɵme based upon the length of the marriage 
unless the receiving spouse cannot provide for his or her own support due to an incapacitaƟng mental or 
physical disability or because that spouse is providing care for a child with mental or physical disabiliƟes.  
Chapter 8 of the Texas Family Code specifically delineates the parameters for the court to order spousal 
maintenance as a result of a divorce.  If spousal maintenance is court ordered, it is oŌen as enforceable as 
child support and failure to pay it may result in fines or even jail Ɵme.  Spousal maintenance can also have 
income tax implicaƟons and it is important to consult a CPA to determine if the payments are deducƟble 
or should be declared as income. 
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CHANGE IN NAME 

 

There are two types of name change.  1.) Changing your name as an adult, and 2.) changing the name of 
the child. 

If you conƟnue to pursue as a Pro Se/ Self-RepresentaƟve for a change in name, do not contact the court 
or court staff for legal advice.  Remember that you are responsible for obtaining and filing the necessary 
documents and move your case forward. 

 

NAME CHANGE FOR ADULTS 

Changing your name does not take away any legal rights, responsibilities, or debts you had under your 
original name.  It does not grant any new rights.  It will not allow you to escape civil or criminal 
responsibility.  It will not help you escape your creditors; you will still be held responsible for any debts 
you have under your original name. 

Under Texas Family Code for adult name change,  

Sec. 45.101.  WHO MAY FILE; VENUE.  An adult may file a petition requesting a change of name in the 

county of the adult's place of residence. 
 

Amended by Acts 1995, 74th Leg., ch. 20, Sec. 1, eff. April 20, 1995. 
 

Sec. 45.102.  REQUIREMENTS OF PETITION.   

 (a)  A petition to change the name of an adult must be verified and include: 

(1)  the present name and place of residence of the petitioner; 

(2)  the full name requested for the petitioner; 

(3)  the reason the change in name is requested; 

(4)  whether the petitioner has been the subject of a final felony conviction; 

(5)  whether the petitioner is subject to the registration requirements of Chapter 62, 

Code of Criminal Procedure; and 

(6)  a legible and complete set of the petitioner's fingerprints on a fingerprint card 

format acceptable to the Department of Public Safety and the Federal Bureau of Investigation. 

(b)  The petition must include each of the following or a reasonable explanation why the 

required information is not included: 

(1)  the petitioner's: 

(A)  full name; 

(B)  sex; 

(C)  race; 
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(D)  date of birth; 

(E)  driver's license number for any driver's license issued in the 10 years 

preceding the date of the petition; 

(F)  social security number; and 

(G)  assigned FBI number, state identification number, if known, or any other 

reference number in a criminal history record system that identifies the petitioner; 

(2)  any offense above the grade of Class C misdemeanor for which the petitioner has 

been charged; and 

(3)  the case number and the court if a warrant was issued or a charging instrument 

was filed or presented for an offense listed in Subsection (b)(2). 

(c) A petitioner is not required to provide the street address of the petitioner's place of 

residence or the petitioner's reason for the requested change of name as otherwise required by 

Subsection (a) if the petitioner provides a copy of an authorization card certifying in accordance with 

Article 58.059, Code of Criminal Procedure, that the petitioner is a participant in the address 

confidentiality program administered by the attorney general under Subchapter B, Chapter 58, Code of 

Criminal Procedure. 
 

Amended by Acts 1995, 74th Leg., ch. 20, Sec. 1, eff. April 20, 1995; Acts 2003, 78th Leg., ch. 1003, Sec. 

1, eff. Sept. 1, 2003; Acts 2003, 78th Leg., ch. 1300, Sec. 7, eff. Sept. 1, 2003. 

Amended by:  

Acts 2005, 79th Leg., Ch. 728 (H.B. 2018), Sec. 6.001, eff. September 1, 2005. 

Acts 2021, 87th Leg., R.S., Ch. 339 (H.B. 2301), Sec. 1, eff. September 1, 2021. 
 

1. For a change in name through a divorce usually relates to the female spouse that took the husband’s 
last name and is changing it back to their maiden name.  She must peƟƟon to the court in the Final 
Decree of Divorce to make the request the change of name back to their maiden name.  The Judge 
will review the request and may follow up with quesƟons before a final decision. 

 

2. For a general change in name, you will go to the District Clerk’s Office to request and file an 
application for a name change.  Follow the instructions given by the District Clerk.  Keep in mind that 
a fee will be charge from the District Clerk’s Office.  

Under the Texas Family Code, Section 45.102, you will be required to complete a background check 
by submitting fingerprints to the Department of Public Safety (DPS) and the Federal Bureau of 
Investigation (FBI).  Fingerprints must be done by a certified service provider approved by DPS and 
FBI.  The fingerprint application will provide the approved service provider from DPS and the FBI and 
how much you will need to pay for the service.  File the fingerprints with the District Clerk’s Office as 
well.  DPS will send the response to the court.   
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Notify the court about scheduling a hearing once all documents have been filed.  The court will 
schedule a hearing where the Judge will review the application for a name change.  The Judge will 
ask to follow up questions before a final decision is made.   

 

NAME CHANGE FOR CHILDREN 

A child's name is not an automaƟc change when a parent changes their legal name.  If a parent gets 
married or divorced and want to change their children’s name, they may have to apply for a court order. 

 

Under Texas Family Code for a name change of a child, 

Sec. 45.001.  WHO MAY FILE; VENUE.  A parent, managing conservator, or guardian of a child may file a 

petition requesting a change of name of the child in the county where the child resides. 
 

Amended by Acts 1995, 74th Leg., ch. 20, Sec. 1, eff. April 20, 1995. 
 

Sec. 45.002.  REQUIREMENTS OF PETITION.  (a)  A petition to change the name of a child must be 

verified and include: 

(1)  the present name and place of residence of the child; 

(2)  the reason a change of name is requested; 

(3)  the full name requested for the child; 

(4)  whether the child is subject to the continuing exclusive jurisdiction of a court under 

Chapter 155; and 

(5)  whether the child is subject to the registration requirements of Chapter 62, Code 

of Criminal Procedure. 

(b)  If the child is 10 years of age or older, the child's written consent to the change of name 

must be attached to the petition. 
 

Amended by Acts 1995, 74th Leg., ch. 20, Sec. 1, eff. April 20, 1995; Acts 1999, 76th Leg., ch. 1390, Sec. 

1, eff. Sept. 1, 1999; Acts 2003, 78th Leg., ch. 1300, Sec. 5, eff. Sept. 1, 2003. 
 

Sec. 45.003.  CITATION.  (a)  The following persons are entitled to citation in a suit under this 

subchapter: 

(1)  a parent of the child whose parental rights have not been terminated; 

(2)  any managing conservator of the child; and 

(3)  any guardian of the child. 

(b)  Citation must be issued and served in the same manner as under Chapter 102. 
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Amended by Acts 1995, 74th Leg., ch. 20, Sec. 1, eff. April 20, 1995. 
 

Sec. 45.0031.  WAIVER OF CITATION.  (a)  A party to a suit under this subchapter may waive the issuance 

or service of citation after the suit is filed by filing with the clerk of the court in which the suit is filed the 

waiver of the party acknowledging receipt of a copy of the filed petition. 

(b)  The party executing the waiver may not sign the waiver using a digitized signature.  

(c)  The waiver must contain the mailing address of the party executing the waiver. 

(d)  Notwithstanding Section 132.001, Civil Practice and Remedies Code, the waiver must be 

sworn before a notary public who is not an attorney in the suit.  This subsection does not apply if the 

party executing the waiver is incarcerated. 

(e)  The Texas Rules of Civil Procedure do not apply to a waiver executed under this section. 

(f)  For purposes of this section, "digitized signature" has the meaning assigned by Section 

101.0096. 
 

Added by Acts 2015, 84th Leg., R.S., Ch. 198 (S.B. 814), Sec. 3, eff. September 1, 2015. 
 

Sec. 45.004.  ORDER.  (a)  The court may order the name of a child changed if: 

(1)  the change is in the best interest of the child; and 

(2)  for a child subject to the registration requirements of Chapter 62, Code of Criminal 

Procedure: 

(A)  the change is in the interest of the public; and 

(B)  the person petitioning on behalf of the child provides the court with proof 

that the child has notified the appropriate local law enforcement authority of the proposed name 

change. 

(b)  If the child is subject to the continuing jurisdiction of a court under Chapter 155, the court 

shall send a copy of the order to the central record file as provided in Chapter 108. 

(c)  In this section, "local law enforcement authority" has the meaning assigned by Article 

62.001, Code of Criminal Procedure. 
 

Amended by Acts 1995, 74th Leg., ch. 20, Sec. 1, eff. April 20, 1995; Acts 2003, 78th Leg., ch. 1300, Sec. 

6, eff. Sept. 1, 2003. 

Amended by:  

Acts 2005, 79th Leg., Ch. 1008 (H.B. 867), Sec. 2.05, eff. September 1, 2005. 
 

Sec. 45.005.  LIABILITIES AND RIGHTS UNAFFECTED.  A change of name does not: 

(1)  release a child from any liability incurred in the child's previous name; or 

(2)  defeat any right the child had in the child's previous name. 
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Amended by Acts 1995, 74th Leg., ch. 20, Sec. 1, eff. April 20, 1995. 
 

The parent will file a peƟƟon with the court to request the change of the name of the child.  This includes 
submiƫng an applicaƟon through the District Clerk’s Office.   

The consent of the child for a name change will be required if they are of the age of 10 years or older.  The 
consent form must be signed by the child.  No consent is needed if they are under the age of 10 years old. 

A court hearing will be conducted where the Judge will review and decide whether to approve the name 
change on the child. 
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CLOSING 

 

The 388th District Court designed this handbook for the benefit of liƟgant representaƟves that cannot 
afford legal representaƟon or opted for self-representaƟon.   

The aforemenƟoned is an overview tool to assist and does not pretend to subsƟtute legal advice or 
representaƟon.  This handbook is for informaƟonal purposes only. 

By represenƟng yourself, you are acƟng as your own aƩorney.  You must do the research to your case and 
move it forward to the final result. 

As previously stated within this handbook, the Court and Court Staff ARE NOT ALLOWED to give legal 
advice. 

ONLY licensed aƩorneys can provide legal advice. 

 

  



 

35 
 

APPENDIX 
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Sample Courtroom Diagram. 

*Not all courtrooms will appear the same. 
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GLOSSARY 

 

ABUSE 

 An act of causing someone distress or harm.  It can be intenƟonal or unintenƟonal.  It can take 
many forms such as physical, psychological, emoƟonal, or misuse of something. 

ADOPTION 

 The acƟon or fact of legally taking another’s child and bringing it up one’s own. 

AFFIDAVIT OF INABILITY TO PAY COURT COSTS 

 A stated document required to be completed and filed with the District Clerk’s Office that the 
person cannot afford paying the fees to the case charged by the court.  The statement is required to be 
notarized. 

ANSWER 

 The first formal wriƩen statement from the Respondent or Defendant to the iniƟal peƟƟon/ 
complaint from the PeƟƟoner or PlainƟff. 

ATTORNEY 

 A person admiƩed to pracƟce law in at least one jurisdicƟon and authorized to perform criminal 
and civil legal funcƟons on behalf of the client.  Their funcƟons include providing legal counsel, draŌing 
legal documents, and represenƟng clients before courts, administraƟve agencies, and other tribunals.  
They are also known as lawyers. 

BATTER 

 Also known as BaƩery.  When a person intenƟonally causes harmful or offensive contact with 
another person. 

CASE 

 A dispute between opposing parƟes that may be resolved by a court or a similar legal process. 

CAUSE NUMBER 

 The number assigned to any case that is opened in a parƟcular court.   

CHILD SUPPORT 

 Payments made to one parent by the other parent for the financial benefit of the children.  This is 
oŌen wriƩen into the Decree of Divorce, or child custody and visitaƟon order. 

CITATION 

 A legal document that noƟfies a person that the spouse has filed for divorce and requires the other 
spouse to respond or appear in court. 
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COMMUNITY PROPERTY 

 An asset(s) that were acquired during marriage by either spouse.  Community property can be 
property, income, and debt. 

CONTEMPT 

 Any disobedience or disregard to a court order or misconduct in the presence of a court. 

COUNTERPETITION 

 A response from the PeƟƟoner that was created to respond from the Respondent’s answer to the 
original peƟƟon filed. 

COURT ADMINISTRATOR / COORDINATOR 

 An officer of the judicial system who performs administraƟve duƟes essenƟal to the proper 
operaƟon of the business of the court. 

DIVORCE 

 A legal terminaƟon of a marriage by a court in a legal proceeding. 

EMOTIONAL EVENT 

 An event cause from emoƟonal distress due to the acƟons or negligence of another party. 

EMPLOYER’S ORDER TO WITHHOLD 

 A court order that requires an employer to withhold a specific amount from the paycheck of one 
of their employees. 

EVIDENCE 

 An item or informaƟon proffered to make the existence of a fact more or less probable.  Evidence 
can take the form of tesƟmony, documents, photographs, videos, voice recordings, DNA tesƟng, or 
tangible objects. 

EX PARTE 

 Improper communicaƟon with a party or judge without the other party not being present. 

FAMILY VIOLENCE 

 Any act or threatened act of violence from one family member that results in physical injury to 
another family member. 

FINAL DECREE OF DIVORCE 

 A court’s formal order granƟng the terminaƟon of a marriage. 

INTERPRETER 

 A professional who translates one language to another in a legal seƫng.  The professional may be 
translaƟng to another person that is not proficient to the primary language used in the court seƫng. 
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MEDIATION 

 An alternaƟve method to seƩle a dispute through a neutral third party.  It is a structured process 
that allows people to negoƟate the issues with a hands-on approach. 

MEDIATOR 

 A neutral person who aƩempts to make conflicƟng parƟes come to an agreement. 

PARENTING COORDINATOR 

 A person who helps parents communicate, defuse tension, and make day to day child rearing 
decisions. 

PARTY 

 A person or enƟty that takes part in a legal transacƟon. 

PETITION OF DIVORCE 

 The first document filed for divorce proceeding.  It is submiƩed by the first person that wants to 
file for a divorce. 

PETITION TO MODIFY 

 A modificaƟon.  The act of changing, altering, or amending something that is already established.   

PETITIONER 

 Person or party who presents a formal, wriƩen applicaƟon to a court, officer, or legislaƟve body 
that requests acƟon on a certain maƩer. 

PLEADING 

 A formal, wriƩen document asking the court to grant relief, or decide a dispute. 

PLENARY 

 The complete or absolute authority granted to a governing body over a specific area without 
limitaƟons on a specific issue. 

PRENUPTIAL AGREEMENT (PREMARITAL AGREEMENT) 

 A contract entered prior to marriage seƫng the terms for separaƟon.  It establishes property and 
financial rights of each spouse should the marriage end in divorce.  

PRIVATE PROCESS SERVER 

 A person who delivers legal documents to the defendant or person involved in a court case. 

PRO SE 

 LaƟn for “in one’s own behalf.”  In legal proceedings, it is a person acƟng on their own behalf 
during a legal acƟon instead of having a licensed aƩorney. 
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RESPONDENT 

 The person or party against whom a peƟƟon is filed. 

SANCTION 

 A punishment or penalty that is imposed by a legal system as a response to a crime or other 
unlawful behavior.   

SEPARATE PROPERTY 

 Property that is owned by one spouse and not the other. 

SPOUSAL MAINTENANCE 

 Also known as alimony or spousal support.  Financial or monetary assistance provided by one 
spouse to another aŌer the marriage ends in a divorce. 

STANDARD POSSESSION ORDER (SPO) 

 A visitaƟon schedule that lays out a parent’s rights of possession and access to their child.  This is 
imposed by the court when parents cannot reach custody and visitaƟon agreements on their own. 

SUPERVISED VISITATION 

 A situaƟon where a parent is allowed to spend with their child only when someone supervises 
their interacƟons.  This occurs when one parent believes the other parent presents a risk of harm to the 
child and can request supervised visitaƟon. 

WAIVER OF CITATION 

 A legal document that allows a person to waive their right to be personally served with a legal 
noƟce.  Example of a legal noƟce is a summons or subpoena. 

WAIVER OF SERVICE 

 The defendant/ respondent agrees to save the plainƟff/ peƟƟoner the Ɵme and expense for paying 
a court official or any legal party to serve a complaint. 

WITNESS 

 A person who has knowledge relevant to the case presented. 
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AVAILABLE RESOURCES 

 
DIRECTORY AND CONTACT INFORMATION 

 
EL PASO COUNTY COURT DIRECTORY/ CONTACT INFORMATION 
hƩps://www.epcounty.com/directory.htm  
 
 
EL PASO COUNTY GOVERNMENT 
EL PASO COUNTY COURTHOUSE  
500 E. SAN ANTONIO 
EL PASO, TX 79901 
(915) 546-2000 
www.epcounty.com 
 
 
EL PASO COUNTY DISTRICT CLERK OFFICE 
500 E. SAN ANTONIO 
SUITE 103 
EL PASO, TX 79901 
(915) 546-2021 
districtclerk@epcounty.com 
www.epcounty.com/districtclerk/ 
 
 
EL PASO DOMESTIC RELATIONS OFFICE (DRO) 
500 E. SAN ANTONIO 
SUITE LL - 108 
EL PASO, TX 79901 
(915) 834-8200 
domesƟcrelaƟons@epcounty.com 
www.epcounty.com/dro/ 
 
 
EL PASO COUNTY ATTORNEY – PROTECTIVE ORDERS 
(915) 273-3238 
CAProtecƟveOrders.gem@epcounty.com 
hƩps://www.epcounty.com/ca/protecƟveorders  
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GUIDANCE 
 
TEXAS ONLINE E-FILE 
www.efiletexas.gov 
 
 
TEXAS E-FILE SELF HELP 
hƩps://selĬelp.efiletexas.gov/srl 
 
 
TEXAS JUDICIAL BRANCH 
hƩps://www.txcourts.gov/ 
 
 
TEXAS COURT HELP 
hƩps://texascourthelp.gov/ 
 
 
TEXAS LAW HELP 
hƩps://texaslawhelp.org/ 
 
 

LEGAL AID AND LOW-COST ASSISTANCE 
A directory of organizaƟons that can provide or connect people with legal advice. 
 
 
EL PASO BAR ASSOCIATION 
hƩps://elpasobar.com/ 
 
 
EL PASO COUNTY LAW LIBRARY  
500 E. SAN ANTONIO 
SUITE 1202 
EL PASO, TX 79901 
Hours: 8:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m.  
(915) 546-2245 
Eplawlibrary@epcounty.com  
 
 
TEXAS RIO GRANDE LEGAL AID – EL PASO 
1331 TEXAS AVENUE 
EL PASO, TX 79901 
(915) 585-5100 
www.trla.org 
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TEXAS STATE LAW LIBRARY 
TOM C. CLARK BUILDING 
RM G01 
AUSTIN, TX 78701 
www.sll.texas.gov  
 
FORT BLISS – FAMILY ADVOCACY PROGRAM 
ARMY COMMUNITY SERVICE 
2494 RICKER ROAD 
FORT BLISS, TX 79916 
Hours: 7:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. 
(915) 568-9129 
www.bliss.armymwr.com/programs/acs/family-advocacy  
 
 
OFFICE OF THE ATTORNEY GENERAL OF TEXAS 
(512)-463-2100 
www.texasaƩorneygeneral.gov 
 
 
LAMDBA LEGAL 
Provides referrals, informaƟon and accepts a limited number of cases for direct representaƟon. 
www.lambdalegal.org  
 
 
TEXAS LEGAL SERVICES CENTER 
LEGAL HELPLINE 
1-800-622-2520 
www.tlsc.org/help  
 
 
TEXAS CIVIL RIGHTS PROJECT 
(512) 474-5073 
www.txcivilrights.org 
 
 
TEXAS FREE LEGAL ANSWERS – PRO BONO 
hƩps://texas.freelegalanswers.org/  
 
 
THE ARC OF TEXAS 
DISABILITY LAW 
8001 CENTRE PARK DR 
AUSTIN, TX 78754 
(512) 454-6694 
info@thearcoŌexas.org  
www.thearcoŌexas.org 
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DISABLITY RIGHTS TEXAS 
INTAKE- 1-800-252-9108 
EL PASO AREA- (915) 542-0585 
hƩps://disabilityrightstx.org/en/home/  
 
 
TEXAS ADVOCACY PROJECT 
FAMILY VIOLENCE LEGAL HOTLINE 
Hours: Monday to Friday, 8:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. 
1-800-374-4673 
www.texasadvocacyproject.org 
 
 
NATIONAL DOMESTIC VIOLENCE HOTLINE 
1-800-799-7233 
1-800-787-3224 (TTY) 
www.thehotline.org 
 
 
CENTER AGAINST SEXUAL AND FAMILY VIOLENCE 
(915) 593-7300 
hƩps://casfv.org/ 
 
 
TEXAS DEPARTMENT OF FAMILY AND PROTECTIVE SERVICES 
www.dfps.texas.gov 
Texas Abuse Hotline 
1-800-252-5400 
www.txabusehotline.org  
 
 
EL PASO CHILD GUIDANCE CENTER 
2211 E. MISSOURI, STE 310 
EL PASO, TX 79903 
(915) 562-1999 
www.epcgc.org  
 
 
FAMILY SERVICE OF EL PASO 
6040 SURETY DR. 
EL PASO, TX 79905 
(915) 781-9900 
www.familyserviceofelpaso.org  
 
 
VETERAN’S JUSTICE OUTREACH 
(915) 471-0704 
EMAIL: ELPVeteransJusƟceOutreachTeam@va.gov  
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RIO GRANDE DISPUTE RESOLUTION CENTER (DRC) 
8037 LOCKHEED, STE 100 
EL PASO, TX 79925 
(915) 533-0998 
www.riocog.org  
 
YWCA SUPERVISED VISITATION AND SAFE EXCHANGE PROGRAM 
2044 TRAWOOD DR 
EL PASO, TX 79935 
(915) 590-9622 
 
YWCA – EL PASO DEL NORTE REGION 
1600 BROWN ST. 
BUILDING B 
EL PASO, TX 79902 
(915) 533-2311 
info@ywcaelpaso.org 
 
PROJECT AMISTAD 
3210 DYER ST. 
EL PASO, TX 79930 
(915) 532-3790 
 
CHILD CRISIS CENTER OF EL PASO 
2100 N. STEVENS ST. 
EL PASO, TX 79930 
(915) 562-7955 
 
 

CO-PARENTING CLASSES 
Approved by the 388th District Court 

 
EL PASO COUNTY DOMESTIC RELATIONS OFFICE (DRO) 
ONLINE TRAINING (ENGLISH and SPANISH) 
(915) 834-8200 
www.epcounty.com/dro/familycourt.htm 
 
KIDS FIRST 
ONLINE CO-PARENTING 
(361) 799-9490 
www.kidsfirsƩoday.com 
 
PUTTING KIDS FIRST 
ONLINE 
www.puƫngkidsfirst.org  
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TEXAS COOPERATIVE PARENTING COURSE FOR DIVORCE 
www.txparent.com 
 
 
PARENT CLASS ONLINE 
www.parentclassonline.com 
 
 
CO-PARENTING INTO THE FUTURE 
www.coparenƟngintothefuture.com 
 
 
PARENTING CHOICE 
www.parenƟngchoice.com 
 
 
FAMILY AFFAIRS: EDUCATION FOR FAMILIES IN TRANSITION 
(361) 248-8190 
www.familyaffairs.org  
 
 

ADDITIONAL INFORMATION 
 
hƩps://odysseyguideandfile.zendesk.com/hc/en-us/arƟcles/360051796812-Texas-InformaƟon-for-filers-
without-lawyers 
 
 
hƩps://texas.tylertech.cloud/srl 
 
 


