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ABOUT EL PASO COUNTY
El Paso County is the westernmost County in Texas, with a population of over 800,0
residents, making it the eighttnost pgulous County in Texas and the"ténhost populous City in the
United States. EIl Paso County is known for its presence along the U.S. Mexico Border, the large:
national metropolis in the United States. It also has the distinct advantage of beinggldeatveen
three states and two nations, making it the fourth largest manufacturing center on the continent a
a unique location which presents both challenges and opportunities alike.

VISION
El Paso County is a leadingrmtional community with its kg principlesof being a vibrant
community with a dynamic diverse economy andwarld class center for health amgroviding
entertainment for all. El Paso County strivtede a high performance, custonrfecused organization
that is dedicated to buildingn our legacy, illuminating innovation and succeeding beyond borders.




VERONICA ESCOBAR
El Paso County Judge

September 2016
Honorable Members of the El Paso State Delegation:

The County of El Paso isgased to present its Legislative Agenda for theS&ssion o
the Texas State Legislature.

As you know, over the | ast several vy
on reform and efficiency. With the support from each of you, we laan will be able tc
accomplish our mission. Together we have been able to initiate some milestone legislat
look forward to our continued partnership.

OQur agenda includes proposals in thi
CommunityEconomic Development, Transportation, Taxation, Public Safety, Health
Welfare. In addition, this document provides a set of guiding values that provide insic
legislative concepts the Commissioners Court is ideologically in support of and ofgposed

We are aware of the important and complex issues you will be addressing in the upc
session. It is your hard work, the relationships you have built, and your ability to bring
to the table that helps El Paso move our focused commagénda forward. We thank you fc
your leadership and look forward to the opportunity to once again coordinate our efforts
you.

Sincerely

o2l

Veronica Escobar
El Paso County Judge

500 E. San Antonio, Suite 301, El Paso, TX 79901
Phme: 91/46-2098 - Fax: 94133888
countyjudge@epcounty.comww.epcounty.com
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State Senator
Jose Rodriguez
District 29

State Representativi State Representative State Representativ:
Joe C. Pickett Mary E. Gonzalez Joe Moody
District 79 District 75 District 78

State Representativ State Representativ
Cesar Blanco Lina Ottega
District 76 District 77
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|:|Indicatéem$he Commissisr@ourt previously approveditei@ddghegislative Actidbgenda.
[ ]Indicatéhose items that are still being vetted.

JUSTICE

g

1. Amending the Transportation Code, Section 521
failure to comply with an ignition interlock requir ement when one has been court ordereander the
authority of Art. 17.441 and Art. 42.12, Sec. 13 (i) of the CodieCriminal Procedure and/or Sec.
49.09(h) of the Penal Code.

PROPOSED BYEI Paso Cauoty SheriffRichard Wiles/William Ellis

SYNOPSIS: Currently, there is no specific enforcement mechanism in place shoutdliaidual fail to
comply with a court orderedgnition interlock requirement. Instances have been reported where
individualsr equi red to have an ignition interlock d
with the order. If an individual is found to be noncompliant this bill allofes law enforcement to take
immediate action by taking the individual into custoalyd impounding the vehicland provides a penalty

A first time offense would be classified as a Class B misdemeanor and the second offense would be cla
as a Class A misdemean

2. Propose legislation that would expand uponthefees hat can be ut ildwlilraeyd b

PROPOSED BYLynn Sanchez, El Paso County Law Library Manager

SYNOPSIS: Currently the Local Governmet Code, Section 323.02&uthorizes the County
Commissiones Court to imposea fee of no more than $35 to court costs in civil casésunty, Ostrict,
andProbatecourts to fund a @ u n law libsary. Legislation passed in 20&8&panded the jurisdictional
limit for Justices of the RacgJP)from $5,000 to $10,00¢hich diminishedthe revenue law libraries were
seeing from the filing fees @ounty, District and Probate ourts. Fee waiverdiave also served as a
significant contributor to lost revenueBetween 2012016E | Paso Countyods Law
percentdrop in its revenue To meet these decreadles law library has implemented significant cuts to
its print titles, digital acess, have left jobs vacard have utilized reserves to balance their budghts
proposal restoreshe feeby imposing ittoc ases hear d bigcreas&®d5,00Mwto $16,000
jurisdictional limit.

COMMUNITY & ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT

g

3. Support |l egi sl ation that enhances EI Paso Col
management in the unincorporated areas of El Paso County, in collaboration with necessary
municipalities and other necessary stakeholders.

PROPOSED BYEI Pao County Commissioners Court

SYNOPSIS:Certain areas of El Paso County are subject to periodic inundation, which can result in the Ic
of life and property, creatdegalth and safety hazards, disrupts commerce and governmental services ¢
requires extaordinary public expenditures for flood protection and relief Paso County Commissioners
Court recognizes the personal hardships and economic distress caused by flooding, desires to promot
public interest by providing appropriate protection agsiirthe perils oflooding andencourage sound
land use by minimizing exposure of property to flood los$esas counties do not have the rule/ordinance
making authority that municipalitieglo nor do they have the capacity to levy fees to implestardural
flood control systems. This item seeks to support options being discussed with our State delegation to |


http://www.statutes.legis.state.tx.us/SOTWDocs/LG/htm/LG.323.htm

address flooding within the unincorporated areas of El Paso Cptmigclude the imposition of a fee for
use in addressing the need forratovater management infrastructure

. Amend Tax Code: Section 352.002 a(2) to ensure that El Paso County is able to continue collecting
the Hotel Occupancy Tax.

PROPOSED BYEI Paso County Commissioners Court

SYNOPSIS: Currently EI Paso County hdke ability to collect the Hotel Occupancy Tax via the Tax
Code: Section 352.002 a(2) given we have a population over 90,000, are on the U.S./Mexico Border, &
not have three municipalities with a population over 17,500. Population brackets fospsmiostatutes
are based off the most recent decennial census. In 2010, El Paso adhered to the bracket given it h
than three municipalities under 17,500. However in 2020, that will change given growth in Horizon Ci
which in 2015 was projectad have a population of 19,288. The recommended amendment to a(2) wol
be:county that has a population of 90,000 or more, border the United Mexican Statbsedondaloe®reot h
cities that each have a population of H7¢s8R5410.

TRANSPORTATION

2

. Amend the Texas Transportation Code, Chapter 457 to include allowing a participating municipality
to pledge the amount equal to the tax rate collected by the city transit department by the principal
municipality via the general fund gverned by an interlocal agreementin addition amend Section
457.053 (b) indicating that the election for the creation of the authority is not to be held in the
territory of the principal municipality OR any other municipality already at the half cent capand
utilizing another funding mechanism.

PROPOSED BYEI Paso County Commissioner Vincent Perez, Pct. 3

SYNOPSIS Currently, statute indicates that once the CoufRggionalTransit Board has been created,
the initial tax rate must be the samate created by the principal municipality whi ch i n EI
half a cent The service plan/rate must then call for an election to approve both. The proposed amendn
would allow for the County and other jurisdictions within the County to paipi@te via utilizing general
fund dollars as opposed tosaparatetax/tax increasegiven some entities within EI Paso County may
already be at the two percent cap specified under Texas Transportation Code 43i.862 event that
general fund dollars arutilized, an election does not need to be held for that entities participation. Al
election is only held in the event that an entity has the capacity to increase their sales tax. In that cas
election for the tax would only be held within that afeaunicipality. Communitiesacross the state have
formed regional transportation systems like the Dallas Area Rapid Transit, Corpus Christi Regior
Transportation Authority and the Metropolitan Transit Authority of Houston and Harris County, all of
which provides transportation options in the City/County and surrounding municipalities.

. Amend the Texas Transportation Code, Sec 501.Q38aragraph Bo increase the current fee a county
law enforcement agency can collect when it conducts an inspection fro840 to $60. The increase is
meant to help defray the agencies cost associataath the inspection.

PROPOSED BYEI Paso County Tax Assessor Collector Ruben Gonzalez

SYNOPSIS:Current | 'y, the Countyds aut o t hef Officetcarimposal n (
a fee of $40.0( defray the cost associated with an auto inspecfmnthe purposes of providingna
individual with aVehicle dentfication Number(VIN). This request comes when the Vhg¢enremoved,
altered, obliterated or has nevsgen assignedrlhe cost to perform these inspections has increased since
the start of the programin200Cur rently, the Countyds expense
Furthermore, if we were to adjust the 2009 dollars to 2015 dollars iy the# Consumer Price Index (CPI),



the adjusted fee would be $53.Zthe current fee collected of $40 against a cost structure of $52.30 leav
the County in the red by $12.30 per inspection

. Amend the Code of Criminal Procedures, Article 2.12: Who Are Bee Officers to include El Paso
Countyds T&Lol Aeseosods Of fice Peace Officers
under Chapter 1701 of the Occupations Code.

PROPOSED BYEI Paso County Tax Assessor Collector Ruben Gonzalez

SYNOPSISCurrently the Count B@AC) difieexhasAigesnspectorss rwhi€hare |
designated peace officers under the auspices of the Dr i ct Attorneyods off
inspectors the same authority they have now, however, uhéesupices of the TAC officeThis allows

the inspectors to work more efficiently by being able to directly access necessary enforcement files u
the National Insurance Crime Bureau, National Crime Information Center and Texas Crime Informatic
Centerwi t hout relying on acc e s.3ndividuas whohwerk d3 ingestigators t
in the TAC officealready undergo the necessary training and obtain the required cartificto serve as
peace officer

. Amend Texas Transportaion Code, Section 501.052 - Hearing on Refusal for
Issuance/Revocationsuspension of Title,to allow a county tax assessoecollector to charge a $15
administrative fee for hearings held under this section.

PROPOSED BYEI Paso County Tax Assessorll€ctor Ruben Gonzalez

SYNOPSIS:When a citizenis denied or there isravocation/suspension/cancellatiof their title by the
Department of Motor Vehicles (DMV) he/she can either request an administrative hearing with the Cour
Tax AssessofCollecta or secure a surety boridrough the DMV If the individual seeks a bonded title,
the state charges a $15.fékthe individual elects to have an admimaive hearing the Tax Assessor
Collector dfice reviews documents, condse hearingand makes determination. Grrently, the sate
statute does not allow the Tax Asses€ollector to collect a fee to cover the administrative cost of holding
such a hearing which camke considerable time given the ndedeview ealk case founsigned title
doauments, outstanding liens, lack of documentation, elfthe proposal would allow for a County Tax
AssessofCollector to charge a $15 fee for said hearing whiolors the $15 fee enjoyed by iV when

a bonded title is requested

LAND USE

g

. Relating to the county regulation of lots in platted subdivisions that have remained undeveloped for
25 years or more.

PROPOSED BYEI Paso County Commissioners CdBablic Works Department

NOTES: The proposal amends the Local Government Code to authtriz€ommissionersCourt of a
county with a population of more than 800,000 that is adjacent to an international border by order
implement a process applicable to a subdivision in which 50 percent or more of the lots are undevelope
unoccupied on oafter the 25th anniversary of the date the plat was recorded with the county and throuc
which the county, to the extent practicable, may apply to the subdivision more current street, roe
drainage, and other infrastructure requirements. The legisla¢iQuires a regulation or standard adopted
by a county under the bill's provisions to be no less stringent than the minimum standards and ott
requirements under the applicable Texas Water Development Board model rules for safe and sanitary v
supply am sewer services and any other minimum public safety standards that would otherwise
applicable to the subdivisionCurrently, any lots purchased and platted prior to SeptemBged 389 are
not subject tomodel subdivision rules.



10.Propose legislationthat addresses fractionalized lots irEastEl Paso County by identifyingan entity

11.

12.

that canresearch the issue and ultimately establish a process for acquiring tharcelsand conveyng
them to a developefentity that will ensure development that is incompliance with model subdivision
rules.

PROPOSED BYEI Paso County Commissioners CdBublic Works Department

SYNOPSIS:EI Paso County has a strong need for a useable inventory of land which may be developed
residential and commercial uses to eeks future growth. However, this growth is being stymied by land
which, because of prior sal es p asoltionicf@sdhousaads O t
of acres will remain uwheveloped, and instead remain in the hands of lpoarnment trustees and off
market by private citizens. It is estimated tlhere oves4,000 acres of lots that fit this category within
ElI Paso County. Gi ven | ot s weecrtei csnuabldiiaxieudinendasn oc
individuals/entities are unablé provide coordinated infrastructure to the area. Therefore the lots have
and will remain undeveloped and there is currently no viable mechanism to develop these bundles of
on a reasonable economic basis.

HEALTH & WELFARE

o

Support legislation that increases fundingfor the Texas Water Development Boards (TWDB)
Economically DistressedAreas Program (EDAP).

PROPOSED BY Stae Representative Mary Gonzalez, House Distiibt

SYNOPSIS:Through its Economically Distressedeas Program (EDAP) the Water Development Board
providesfinancial assistance in the form of a grant, or a combination grant/loan, to economically distres
areas to plan and construct water and wastewater systerhese systems bendféxas resident&ithout
service andhelp address existingystems that do not meet minimum state standar@®AP has existed
for over 25 years and through two voter approved constitutional amendments has been authorized to i
$500 million in General Obligation (GO) bosdCurrently, the remaining authorized but unissued EDAP
GO bonds stands at roughly $51 million. There is currently $160 million in identified EDAP needs ac
the state. This includes $37 million for the Montana Vista Wastewater Planning projectlamdilion
for the Canutill o Water and Wastewater proj e
largest unfinished EDAP projecThecombined $38.5 million in needs rank El Paso County as the secor
largest county in total need. If gea¢obligationbonds are not approved this legislative session the Texa:s
Water Development Board (TWDB) will be unable to meet the EDAP needs the agency has identified
projects like Montana Vista and Canutillo magtrbe funded and completed. RepreséntaGonzalez has
asked theel Paso County Commissioner's Courtciansider supporting the TWDB issuing an additional
$200 million in general obligation bonds to meet she arieeds. s

Amend Chapter. Civil Practice and Remedies Codgrelating to the authority of certain counties to
bring a suit to abate certain common nuisances and cratenaisanceabatement fund

PROPGSED BYCounty Commissioner David Stout

SYNOPSISCurrently, Chapterl250015(a)f the Civil Practice and Remedies Code gives counties the
authority to file lawsuits on places where specific crimes amnmitted habitually. Theproposed
amendment adds crimes to the list so that crimes that commonly occur in a vacant lot may trigger a Cha
125 lawsuit.The offenses that will be added indkicriminal trespassdisorderly conduct, arson, criminal
mischief and a graffiti offense. In addititre legislation seeks to amenecson 125.002 to allow a county
the ability to crate a misance abatement fund, authority that is currently only provided to municipalities.



13.Amend Chapter 54 of the Local Government Codéealing with general enforcement authority of
municipalities, creating subchapter D regarding county enforcement of certaiordinances

PROPGSED BY County Commissioner David Stout

SYNOPSISCurrently, Chapters4 outlinesthe enforcement authority a municipality hasregards to
certainordinances Thispieceof legislation proposes to add subchapter D which allows a county att@rney
authority to enforce certain municipakrdinance violationspplicable to buildingsupon approval by the
municipality.

APPRAISAL PROCESS

14. Amend the Texas Tax Code Sed2.43to reflect an interest rate tied to the United States prime
interest rate as opposed to the current 9.5 percenterest rate.

PROPOSED BYEI Paso County Judge Veronica Escobar

SYNOPSIS:The Texas Tax Code Sec. 42.43 Refund, states that when a finahidetesn of an appeal

t hat decreases a pryaffergpayment thte aaxingentitynmeust pay the diffaréncel i
within 60 days or is then required to pQyb perceninterestrate, calculated from the delinquency date for
the taxes untithe date the refund is mad&he interest rate tied to this section of the code was previously
at the U.S. prime interésate plus 1 percentater changed to percent and recently to 9.5 percenithis
item seeks a legislative fix that woutthange the 8. percentinterest rate to one that reflects the United
States prime interest rate which is currently3ab percent

ELECTIONS

4

15. Proposal to allowany eligible voter to request tovote via absentee mail ballotluring any election

PROPGSED BY:El Paso County Elections Administrator Lisa Wise

SYNOPSIS In Texasto vote via absentee mail ballot an individual mbst over the age of @kveling
outside of theCounty, bedisabledor be incarceratednd awaiting trialor incarceratedor a misdemeanor.
Currently, at least 22 states have provisions that allow for certain elections to be ceddunttrely by
mail. Three of the 22 statesOregon (2000), Washington (2011) and Colorado (2018)ld elections
entirely by mail. Othertates permit alimail elections in certain circumstances, such as for specia
districts, municipal elections, or when candidates are unopposed. For these elections, registered v«
receive a ballot in the mail well in advance of an election (hences\r@tee an election period, not just an
election day), the voter makes theselection(s), returns the ballohia secrecy envelope/sleeve, which is
accompanied by signed affidavit. The envelope is then mailed.
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